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FROM THE DESK OF CONSUL GENERAL 

 
Dear friends, 

 

It is our pleasure to bring to you the February 2022 

edition of our Cultural Newsletter: Bharat Darpan. 

 

In this edition, we have highlighted various online 

contests organized by Ministry of Culture, 

Government of India for citizens to participate as 

they celebrate 75 years of India’s ndependence 

or Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.  

 

As part of our regular feature showcasing one of 

Indian states, we have covered Manipur. 

Manipur has lot to offer in terms of culture, cuisine 

and culture. 

 

The Newsletter covers Consulate’s first photo 

exhibition “Bharat ki Sanskritik Dharohar or India’s 

Cultural Heritage” as part of various activities that 

Consulate is organising to celebrate 75 years of 

India’s independence or Azadi Ka Amrit 

Mahotsav.   

 

The newsletter also covers an interview with Dr. 

Stefan Diederich Coordinator, Strategic India 

Activities, International Office, RWTH Aachen 

University .  
 

I hope you would enjoy our newsletter. We 

welcome your feedback on the email id 

picoffice.frankfurt@mea.gov.in.                                                   

 

Yours Sincerely, 

Dr. Amit Telang 
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INITIATIVES OF GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 2 

On 14 February, the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi paid 

homage to all those martyred in Pulwama on this day in 2019 

and recalled their outstanding service to our nation. In a tweet, 

the Prime Minister said; "I pay homage to all those martyred in 

Pulwama on this day in 2019 and recall their outstanding 

service to our nation. Their bravery and supreme sacrifice 

motivates every Indian to work towards a strong and 

prosperous country." 

 

 

 

 

Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav (AKAM) 

As part of the AKAM celebrations, a series of events are being organized by the 

Government of India to commemorate the 75th Anniversary of India’s independence.  

Ministry of Culture launched nationwide various contests in which citizens could 

participate by uploading their contest entries & stand a chance to virtually interact with 

the Prime Minister. One contest which is still open for particiation is Know of Any Unsung 

Heroes from the Freedom Movement. The glimpses of other competitions for which entries 

closed on 15 February 2022 are also given in the following page.  

The Prime Minister expressed deep grief 

over the passing away of legendary singer 

Lata Mangeshkar. The Prime Minister spoke 

to her family and expressed his 

condolences. He said that the coming 

generations will remember her as a stalwart 

of Indian culture, whose melodious voice 

had an unparalleled ability to mesmerise 

people. 

 

On 5 February, the Prime Minister dedicated to the 

nation the ‘Statue of Equality’ in Hyderabad. The 216-

feet tall Statue of Equality commemorates the 11th 

century Bhakti Saint Sri Ramanujacharya, who 

promoted the idea of equality in all aspects of living 

including faith, caste and creed. Speaking on the 

occasion the Prime Minister greeted everyone on the 

auspicious occasion of Basant Panchami and 

expressed happiness on dedication of the statue on 

such a auspious occasion.   
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 the country, brought every Indian together! Patriotic songs have always played an 

important role in boosting our morale and fostering a spirit of love towards the nation. 

As the nation marks its 75th year of Independence, competition of patriotic songs was 

launched to reverberate with the spirit of New India.  

 

  

 
 

At the time when our nation gained 

Independence, several songs, ballads, and 

hymns written in the many dialects and 

languages of our vibrant nation and 

punctuated by the music and sound of 

unique instruments from different regions of   

 

Rangoli is drawn in different states with 

different names and themes. Be it Kollam in 

Tamil Nadu, Sathiya in Gujarat, Alpana in 

Bengal, Mandana in Rajasthan, Osa in Odisha, 

Aipan in Uttarakhand, or simply the Rangoli in 

Maharashtra, every region has its own unique 

way of representing their traditions, folklore 

and practices. 

 

Lori (Lullabies) forms the earliest memories of 

our childhood – the most primary forms of 

storytelling, primarily from a mother to her child 

but also by grandparents and the entire 

extended family. Here, sanskars (values) are 

inculcated in young children through loris  

(lullabies)as they introduced to the culture. Under AKAM initiative, Ministry of Culture 

invited every Indian citizen to participate in Loris (Lullabies) competition pertaining to 

patriotism, poems, songs which can be easily recited by mothers in every home to their 

little children. 

Through this MyGov activity, we aim to revisit history and acknowledge our local heroes 

whose struggles during the Freedom Movement have not received prominence in the 

conventional storyline. Let's raise awareness about our freedom struggle & the unsung 

heroes associated with it. This is your chance to tell the story that must be told and 

honour the freedom fighters who have played an important role in making our nation 

free. Register on https://auth.mygov.in/user/login?destination=oauth2/authorize 

to participate. 
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*  SPECIAL FEATURE: MANIPUR 3 

Manipur is located in the North-eastern 

corner of India bordering Myanmar. The 

state serves as a corridor for India to the 

South East Asian countries and offers 

immense possibilities for growth of tourism 

and regional business. Manipur is a 

promising tourist destination for adventure 

and nature lovers alike. 

 

Yangkhullen village is home to the primitive 

Zeme tribe. This hamlet is built on a rocky slope 

where the whole village and its people live 

together like one big family, where customs 

and traditions are passed on from one 

generation to another. The village attracts 

research scholars and historians from all 

across the world. 

Imphal, the capital of Manipur, is 

sprawled along the valley of the pristine 

Manipur river. Ringed by snow-capped 

peaks and parallel ranges of verdant 

hills, Imphal is endowed with many 

natural wonders. From gorgeous lakes, 

natural caves and emerald tea estates 

to lush parks and teeming flora and 

fauna, Imphal has a lot to offer to every 

traveller.  

 

The state has a rich cultural past dating back to centuries. It is a land of festivals and 

almost every month the people of Manipur get together to celebrate various festivals 

which reflects its rich culture, traditions and religious practices. The state is blessed with 

an amazing variety of flora and fauna. 67% of the geographical area of Manipur is hill 

tract covered forests. Some of the worth visiting locations in Manipur are Loktak Lake, 

Khonghampat Orchidarium, Shirui Hills, Khangkhui Lime Caves, Tharon Cave, Dzuko 

Valley, Bunning Meadow, Zeilad Lake, Barak, Phangrei Waterfalls, Yanglhullen Village, 

Keibul Kamjao National Park and Ninghing Khun etc. We can only talk about a few of 

these destinations here. 

 

 

At the heart of the city lies the Kangla Fort, a grand structure standing on the bank of the 

Imphal river. Imphal's rich heritage can be traced in the various museums here, the most 

important of which is the Manipur State Museum.  The city preserves its past glories and 

honours the martyrs with a smattering of memorials that make for an interesting visit. A 

unique attraction of Imphal is Ima Keithel or the Ima market, which is probably the largest 

all-women market in the world.  
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Shree Shree Govindajee temple is a historic centre 

of the Vaishnaviates in Manipur. Twin domes 

covered with gold plated sheets, paved 

courtyard, and large congregation hall are noted 

features. The presiding deity, Radha-Krishna is 

carved out of a jackfruit tree. 

Visit to Bishnupur district is must to know the 

ancient History of Manipur. It was in Moirang 

town in Bishnupur district where the flag of the 

Indian National Army was first unfurled on April 

14, 1944 under the charismatic leadership of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. Other principal 

attractions in Bishnupur are Loktak Lake, Keibul 

Lamjao National Park, Red Hill, Moirang 

Sendra Resort and Loukoipat. 

Imphal War Cemetery is a poignant site 

dedicated to soldiers who sacrificed their lives 

in the battle against Japanese forces during 

World War II. Maintained by the 

Commonwealth War Graves Commissions, it is 

the final resting place for 1600 Commonwealth 

service personnel. A trip to Imphal is not 

complete without paying tributes at this historic 

site. 

Khonghampat Orchidarium is a paradise of orchids with more than 110 unique varieties 

across 200 acres. With vibrant flowers, sweet fragrance and wonderful views, the 

Khonghampat Orchidarium is a whole new world! 

 

Manipur is full of orchid gardens, 

recreational parks and sports complexes. 

Most of them fall within 50kms from Imphal. 

Tourist can enjoy visiting MMRC Park, Panam 

Eco-Park, Thangal Surung Park, Awunching 

Park, Kakching Garden, Takmu water sports 

complex and Marjing Polo Complex and 

many more. 

Tharon Cave is a mystical cave of great archaeological and 

historical significance. An ideal destination for those in search 

of adventure, these unexplored caves are presumed to have 

been shelters in the past. Khangkhui Lime Cave is yet another 

unparalleled experience not to be missed. 
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Raas Leela is the epitome of Manipuri 

classical dance. It is inter-woven 

through the celestial and eternal 

love of Radha and Krishna as has 

been described in the Hindu 

scriptures and reveals the sublime 

and transcendental love of Krishna 

and Radha and the Gopi’s devotion 

to the Lord. 

The population of Manipur comprises various enthnic groups including Meitei, Nagas, Kuki-

Chin-Mizos, Gorkhas, Muslims and other colourful communities which have lived in 

complete harmony for centuries. Each ethnic group has its own distinct culture and 

tradition deeply embedded in its dances, music, customary practices and pastimes. 

Some of the popular ethnic and classical dances of Manipur are Raas Leela, Nupa Pala, 

Pung Cholom, Maibi Dance and Khamba Thoibi Dance etc. 

Every year, Manipur celebrates “Manipur 

Sangai Festival” from 21st to 30th November. 

The ‘Festival’ is named after the State animal, 

Sangai, the brow-antlered deer found only in 

Manipur. The festival is the grandest festival of 

the State and serves as platform for Manipur 

to showcase its rich tradition and culture.  

 

It is generally performed in an enclosure in front of the temple throughout the night and 

watched with a deep sense of devotion. 
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Handloom industry is the largest cottage 

industry in the State.  One of the special 

features of the industry is that women are 

the only weavers. Fabrics and Shawls of 

Manipur are in great demand in the 

national and international market. 

Sagol Kangjei: The Sagol Kangjei has 

been adapted and adopted by the 

international enthusiasts of the game as 

Polo. Today, the world has accepted that 

the game of Polo originated from 

Manipur. It is heart- cheering to see 

Manipuri players in their sixties and even 

seventies riding ponies at full gallop 

playing Sagol Kangjei (polo) with gusto. 

The cuisine of Manipur reflects the 

geographical and socio-cultural 

peculiarities of this land situated in 

the North-Eastern part of the Indian 

subcontinent. The culinary fare of 

this region reflects the intimate 

connection of its people with 

nature. With an exciting ensemble 

of flavours ranging from plain to 

piquant, Manipuri food is an 

absolute delight to the senses. 

Manipuri Cuisine is marked by abundant use of 

rice, fish and leafy green vegetables. The region 

experiences heavy rainfall of over 1000m 

annually and is thus suitable for the cultivation 

of several small, long-grained and scented 

varieties of rice. As the region is dotted with 

many small and large water-bodies, fish is also 

found in abundance. Apart from fresh catch, 

fermented and dried fish called ngari is an 

important ingredient of a majority of dishes. 



+ 

 

 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AZADI KA AMRIT MAHOTSAV  4 

On 18th Feb 2022, A delegation from Europa Union Frankfurt, Volt Party and 

Eschborn representatives visited the Consulate and viewed the photo-exhibition.  

CGI, Frankfurt started a series of 

photo-exhibition: Bharat ki Sanskritik 

Dharohar or India’s Cultural 

Heritage as we celebrate Azadi ka 

Amrit Mahotsav or 75 years of India’s 

independence. First exhibition in this 

series brought to you the rich 

cultural heritage and natural 

beauty of the Union Territory of 

Jammu & Kashmir.  

It was a humble attempt to showcase the multi-religious ethos, natural beauty 

and historical heritage of this beautiful region. 

 

On 18th Feb 2022, CGI , Frankfurt organised 

an Open House in the Consulate to address 

any issues that the community might have. 

This was the first in-person Open House where 

one can walk in without appointment. 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/azadikaamritmahotsav?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX0EpoMPL6K9qauevC-8OUDuuv59wMINxX2lLR8PGtBwTgvcVCTTkRZCorNpeZoOPfLXUkpl5WhRtaiKM7_n4N926XIUJ2m7rd9KuossJ9OPxs3K0QSiVLARpHQPVDBbUE8r1zpxdh2VXwAj472iXBP&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/azadikaamritmahotsav?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX0EpoMPL6K9qauevC-8OUDuuv59wMINxX2lLR8PGtBwTgvcVCTTkRZCorNpeZoOPfLXUkpl5WhRtaiKM7_n4N926XIUJ2m7rd9KuossJ9OPxs3K0QSiVLARpHQPVDBbUE8r1zpxdh2VXwAj472iXBP&__tn__=*NK-R
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Dr. Stefan Diederich  

 (Coordinator, Strategic India Activities, International Office, RWTH Aachen 

University  ) 

 

 How will you describe your role in International office in RWTH Aachen University ?  

  

At the International Office, my colleagues and I support researchers and students in 

all aspects relevant for joint activities with Indian partners. RWTH Aachen University is 

deeply involved in academic cooperation projects with India. We are continuously 

exploring new formats and engage in activities such as the management of 

government-funded programs. A particular focus of my work is the development of 

our strategic partnership with IIT Madras. It is a joy to be working with such excellent 

partners. 

 

 

RWTH university in Aachen has a large number of Indian students. How is 

your experience dealing with Indian students ?  

 

Students from India enrich our campus in many ways. They constitute the second 

largest group of foreign students, reaching over 1900 by now. Over the years, RWTH 

Aachen University has become a very popular destination for Indian students and 

network effects are increasingly noticeable. And they really bring in new 

perspectives – both scientifically as well as culturally. In Aachen, the student 

organization AISA e.V. plays a very helpful role and regularly organizes cultural 

events. This has been immeasurably valuable to the Indian student community. 

 

How do you see the educational and cultural relations evolving between India and 

Germany? What is your suggestion to strengthen the relations. 

Universities are places where cultural relations between India and Germany evolve 

day by day through direct interactions. Students and younger people in general 

tend to be open-minded and able to adapt well to new cultural environments. It 

might take a while to get used to life in Germany, but once that has happened, 

long-term bonds are often created. For this reason, we are striving towards 

strengthening our alumni relations with India further, as we recognize the importance 

of alumni as  

cultural ambassadors.   
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CGI Frankfurt organized an online interaction 

Indian student on 6 November 2020. The session 

was attended by representatives of seven Indian 

students’ associations within the jurisdiction of CGI, 

Frankfurt. Various steps and initiatives regarding 

*Pictures courtesy : https://www.Manipurtourism.gov.in 

 

https://cgifrankfurt.gov.in/ 

धन्यवाद 

Danke  schön 

 

They serve as role models who can motivate new people to engage with the other 

country. I also consider it important that our activities with India do not become a 

one-way street. German students and researchers have been visiting our partners in 

India for many years, and our presence with an office in New Delhi underscores the 

importance of India as a research and study destination.  

 

India is celebrating 75 years of independence. India and Germany are celebrating 

the 70th anniversary of establishment of Diplomatic relations this year. These are 

historic occasions in our history. What message would you like to give to Indian 

Diaspora in Germany on these momentous occasion? 

 

I would like to congratulate all Indians in Germany on 75 years of India’s 

independence and wish everyone peace, health and happiness. We all know that 

India has a young population and when young people from both countries get the 

opportunity to study, research, and build together, the relations will only grow 

stronger. 

 

 

 

*Pictures courtesy : https://www.Manipurtourism.gov.in/ 
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